
APPENDIX 1 

Statement made by Councillor Henry Bass at the Council meeting on 28 March 2019 

 

Members, this being my last Council meeting, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for 

electing me as chairman for the last two years. 

 

Because of my family’s connection with this Council it has been a real honour to wear this chain of 

office but also, a true privilege because it depicts the image of this wonderful district to which I am 

greatly attracted. 

 

As you all know, as well as attending civic events outside of the district, I set myself a task of 

visiting businesses and organisations within the District mainly but not exclusively in the rural 

areas. 

 

During these visits I have met many inspirational people who display vision and enterprise, in the 

business sector as well as charities and other organisations.  Wherever I went I always received a 

great welcome. 

 

With the help of the Press Office and Economic Development Team we were able to offer 

encouragement and support by signposting grant aid and support organisations.  I have encouraged 

apprentiships, liaison with schools and promoted the Council’s Sense of Place initiative which is 

becoming widely adopted.  My business awards and corporate breakfast events proved popular and 

encouraged networking and sharing ideas.  We may have a major construction event on the horizon 

and I think it is vital that local talent is ready to take part to the obvious benefit of the District. 

 

Members, I now turn my attention to the staff who are the backbone of this authority.  I greatly 

appreciate the help and support I have received from the Directors and all staff members who I have 

worked with.   I would like to offer my sincere best wishes for the future to all staff members.   

 

I have to mention two names, first Alia Hamdan my PA who organised my diary and civic events 

with exemplar professionalism.  I enjoyed her wit and practical jokes.  And of course Russell 

Dawes who has been highly supportive in organising visits, issuing press releases almost weekly, 

which I hope have promoted the District and also kept you informed of my movements.  I have 

valued his help and advice particularly with speech writing and protocol.   

 

Finally I would like to say to those of you who, like myself, are not seeking re-election, I wish you 

a long and happy retirement. 

 

The election will bring new faces and ideas which I am sure will sustain the Council’s future in the 

years to come. 

 

Over the past two years I have done my best to promote the Council, and at the same time learn a 

great deal about the District, and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.   

 

Thank you for allowing this to happen. 

 

I wish you all the best for the future. 

 


